NEWLY REDISCOVERED CHARLOTTE BRONTE MANUSCRIPT
UNPUBLISHED AND UNSEEN FOR MORE THAN A CENTURY

Charlotte Brontë’s newly rediscovered manuscript BOOK OF RYHMES will be on view for the first time in more than a century at the booth of
James Cummins Bookseller in the New York Antiquarian Book Fair on Thursday 21 April.
This beautiful miniature manuscript, titled “A Book of Ryhmes by Charlotte Bronte, Sold by Nobody, and Printed by Herself”, is a collection of ten
poems written by thirteen-year-old Charlotte Brontë (1816-1855). The fifteen-page manuscript, smaller than a playing card, is dated December 1829,
and is stitched in its original brown paper covers. A BOOK OF RYHMES is well known in the world of Brontë scholarship, for a mention appears in
Mrs. Gaskell’s Life of Charlotte Bronte (1857) from the transcription of Charlotte’s own handwritten catalogue of the books books she wrote in 1829
and 1830. However, the manuscript is entirely unpublished.
Thrown upon their own resources in the Yorkshire moorland village of Haworth,
where their father had been appointed perpetual curate, the four Brontë children,
Charlotte, Anne, Emily, and Patrick Branwell, evolved a sophisticated imaginary
world, with a nation called Angria and a city called Glasstown populated with their
childhood heroes. They wrote adventure stories, dramas, and verse in hand-made
manuscript books filled with tiny handwriting intended to resemble print.
From the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography: “The content of the young
Brontës’ imaginary world remained a secret from the eyes of adults and strangers.
This shared activity cemented what Mr Brontë called ‘a little society amongst
themselves’ (Transactions of the Brontë Society) that fostered creativity and
emotional security”.
This close, enchanted world of their childish imaginations fed into the creation of
some of the most famous and popular novels ever written, including Charlotte’s Jane
Eyre; Emily’s Wuthering Heights; and Anne’s Agnes Grey and The Tenant of Wildfell
Hall. These were issued pseudonymously by London publishers in quick succession
from 1847 to 1849 and are now acclaimed as classics of nineteenth-century literature.
The miniature manuscripts were put away, but were known to Charlotte’s biographer
Mrs. Gaskell. Beginning in the 1890s, the manuscripts were sold to collectors in Britain
and America. This manuscript was sold at the dispersal of the effects of the second
wife of Rev. A.B. Nicholls, whose first wife was Charlotte Brontë.
A BOOK OF RYHMES was last seen in public in New York in November 1916.
A BOOK OF RYHMES comprises : i). The Beauty of Nature; ii). A Short Poem; iii). Meditations while Journeying in a Canadian Forest; iv). Song of an
Exile; v). On Seeing the Ruins of the Tower of Babel; vi). A Thing of fourteen lines; vii). A Bit of a rhyme; viii). Lines written on the Bank of a River
one fine Summer Evening; ix). Spring, a Song; x). Autumn, a Song. xi). Contents.
On the verso of her title page, Charlotte writes: “The following are attempts at rhyming of an inferior nature it must be acknowledged but they are
nevertheless my best.” At the end of this Book of “Ryhmes” she refers to the secondary world created by the Brontë children amongst themselves,
while asserting her authorship and creative control over that world:
“This book is written by myself but I pretend that the Marquis of Duro & Lord Charles Wellesley in the Young Men's World have written one like
it, & the Songs marked in the Index so * are written by the Marquis of Duro and those marked so † are written by Lord Charles Wellesley.” At the
head of the page she also alludes to one of her best known early productions, Tales of the Islanders: “I began this book, the second volume of the
Tales of the Islanders, 2 magazines for December, and the Characters of the most Celebrated Men of the Present time on the 26th of October, 1829,
& finished them all by the 17 of December, 1829”.
Charlotte Brontë manuscripts have generated considerable interest on the market in recent years. Another miniature manuscript, an issue of the
Young Men’s Magazine, written by Charlotte Brontë in 1830, sold for 780,000 euros in November 2019, to the Haworth Parsonage Museum; in
December 2021 a consortium of British institutions acquired the Honresfield Library collection of books and literary manuscripts, including seven
miniature books by Charlotte Brontë, for a purchase price of £15 million. A BOOK OF RYHMES is the last manuscript book by Charlotte Brontë
known to be in private hands.
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Brontë, Charlotte. A Book of Ryhmes. By Charlotte Bronte. Sold by Nobody. And Printed by Herself, &c., &c. Haworth, Dec. 17, 1829, Anno Domino.
15 pp. 32mo (3-7/8 x 2-1/2 inches). Haworth: October to December 1829. Stitched in brown paper wrappers, titled in ink on upper cover. Some
toning to leaves. Alexander 8. Provenance: Charlotte Brontë; Rev. A. B. Nicholls; sold at Sotheby’s 19 June 1914, lot 193, “Property of Mrs. A. B.
Nicholls, Widow of the late Rev. A. B. Nicholls, whose first wife was Charlotte Bronte”; Walpole Gallleries, 17 November 1916, lot 32.
A STORIED MANUSCRIPT FROM CHARLOTTE BRONTË’S CHILDHOOD AT HAWORTH
James Cummins Bookseller (founded 1978) is one of the leading antiquarian book dealers in New York City; Maggs Bros. Ltd. (founded 1853)
likewise is one of the leading dealers in London.
Further information may be obtained from Henry Wessells (info@jamescumminsbookseller.com).
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48 Bedford Square
London WC1B 3DR
England
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The New York International Antiquarian Book Fair will be held at the Park Avenue Armory from Thursday 21 April through Sunday 24 April.
https://www.nyantiquarianbookfair.com
See also Jennifer Schuessler, “A Tiny Brontë Book, Lost for a Century, Resurfaces”, New York Times, 30 March 2022 (online)
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/30/arts/charlotte-bronte-book-discovery.html

